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Father, You revealed Your Son to the
nations by the guidance of a star.
Lead us to Your Glory in Heaven

by the Light of Faith.
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THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

THE MYSTERIES OF JESUS’ INFANCY

Jesus' circumcision, on the eighth day after
His birth, is the sign of His incorporation into
Abraham's descendants, into the people of the
covenant. It is the sign of His submission to the
Law and His deputation to Israel's worship, in
which He will participate throughout His life. This
sign prefigures that "circumcision of Christ" which
is Baptism.

The Epiphany is the manifestation of Jesus as
Messiah of Israel, Son of God and Savior of the
world. The great feast of Epiphany celebrates the
adoration of Jesus by the wise men (magi) from
the East, together with His baptism in the Jordan
and the wedding feast at Cana in Galilee. Inthe
magi, representatives of the neighboring pagan
religions, the Gospel sees the first-fruits of the
nations, who welcome the good news of salvation
through the Incarnation. The magi's coming to
Jerusalem in order to pay homage to the king of
the Jews shows that they seek in Israel, in the
messianic light of the star of David, the one who
will be king of the nations. Their coming means
that pagans can discover Jesus and worship Him
as Son of God and Savior of the world only by
turning towards the Jews and receiving from them
the messianic promise as contained in the Old
Testament. The Epiphany shows that "the full
number of the nations" now takes its "place in the
family of the patriarchs", and acquires Israelitica
dignitas (is made "worthy of the heritage of
Israel").

Catechism of the Catholic Church, #527-528.
OFFER OUR GIFTS TO THE DIVINE CHILD
WITH THE MAGI (Pope John Paul Il)

| want to draw your attention briefly to the attitude
of the Magi. When, through the guidance given by
the mysterious star, they found Mary with the Child
Jesus, “they prostrated themselves and did Him
homage. Then they... presented Him with gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”

Modern man, too... meets with God when he
opens up to Him with the interior gift of his human
“ego,” to accept and exchange the immense gifts
which He presented to him first: the gift of existence,
the gift of the Redemption, the gift of faith. And that
Child, who accepted the gift of the Wise Men, is still
always He before whom people and entire peoples
“open their coffers,” that is, their treasures.

The gifts of the human spirit take on a particular
value in the act of this opening to the incarnate God;
they become the treasures of the various cultures,
the spiritual wealth of the peoples, and of the
nations, the common patrimony of all mankind.
The centre of this exchange is Christ: the same who
accepted the gifts of the Magi.

He Himself, the same who is the invisible and
incarnate Gift, causes opening up of souls to that
exchange of gifts. Not only individuals live by them,
but peoples, nations, the whole of mankind.

THE PERPETUAL VIRGINITY OF MARY

Most Protestants claim that Mary bore children
other than Jesus. To support their claim, these
Protestants refer to the biblical passages which
mention the "brethren of the Lord." As explained
in the Catholic Answers tract Brethren of the Lord,
neither the Gospel accounts nor the early
Christians attest to the notion that Mary bore other
children besides Jesus. The faithful knew, through
the witness of Scripture and Tradition, that Jesus
was Mary’s only child and that she remained a
lifelong virgin.

An important historical document which
supports the teaching of Mary’s perpetual virginity
is the Protoevangelium of James, which was
written probably less than sixty years after the
conclusion of Mary’s earthly life (around A.D. 120),
when memories of her life were still vivid in the
minds of many. According to the world-
renowned patristics scholar, Johannes Quasten:
"The principal aim of the whole writing
[Protoevangelium of James] is to prove the
perpetual and inviolate virginity of Mary before, in,
and after the birth of Christ" (Patrology, 1:120-1).

To begin with, the Protoevangelium records
that when Mary’'s birth was prophesied, her
mother, St. Anne, vowed that she would devote
the child to the service of the Lord, as Samuel had
been by his mother (1 Sam. 1:11). Mary would
thus serve the Lord at the Temple, as women had
for centuries (1 Sam. 2:22), and as Anna the
prophetess did at the time of Jesus’ birth (Luke
2:36-37). A life of continual, devoted service to the
Lord at the Temple meant that Mary would not be
able to live the ordinary life of a child-rearing
mother. Rather, she was vowed to a life of
perpetual virginity.

However, due to considerations of ceremonial
cleanliness, it was eventually necessary for Mary,
a consecrated "virgin of the Lord,"” to have a
guardian or protector who would respect her vow
of  virginity. Thus, according to the
Protoevangelium, Joseph, an elderly widower who
already had children, was chosen to be her
spouse. (This would also explain why Joseph was
apparently dead by the time of Jesus’ adult
ministry, since he does not appear during it in the
gospels, and since Mary is entrusted to John,
rather than to her husband Joseph, at the
crucifixion).

According to the Protoevangelium, Joseph was
required to regard Mary’s vow of virginity with the
utmost respect. The gravity of his responsibility as
the guardian of a virgin was indicated by the fact
that, when she was discovered to be with child, he
had to answer to the Temple authorities, who
thought him guilty of defiling a virgin of the Lord.
Mary was also accused of having forsaken the
Lord by breaking her vow. Keeping this in mind, it
is an incredible insult to the Blessed Virgin to say
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that she broke her vow by bearing children other
than her Lord and God, who was conceived
through the power of the Holy Spirit.

The perpetual virginity of Mary has always been
reconciled with the biblical references to Christ’s
brethren through a proper understanding of the
meaning of the term "brethren." The understanding
that the brethren of the Lord were Jesus’
stepbrothers (children of Joseph) rather than half-
brothers (children of Mary) was the most common
one until the time of Jerome (fourth century). It was
Jerome who introduced the possibility that Christ's
brethren were actually his cousins, since in Jewish
idiom cousins were also referred to as "brethren."
The Catholic Church allows the faithful to hold
either view, since both are compatible with the
reality of Mary’s perpetual virginity.

Today most Protestants are unaware of these
early beliefs regarding Mary’s virginity and the
proper interpretation of "the brethren of the Lord."
And yet, the Protestant Reformers themselves—
Martin Luther, John Calvin, and Ulrich Zwingli—
honored the perpetual virginity of Mary and
recognized it as the teaching of the Bible, as have
other, more modern Protestants.

Taken from Mary, Ever Virgin, Catholic Answers

‘VOCATION SEEDS’ By Baptism we are God's
holy family. Pray today for the grace to live faithfully
your vocation as a single, married, ordained or
consecrated person. If you feel God is calling you to
a Church vocation, please email Fr. Hansoo at
vocations@vocations.ca or call 416-968-0997.

2010 CHURCH SUPPORT ENVELOPES As
announced last week, envelopes are ready to be
picked up in the Church hall. Envelopes are
organized alphabetically. For the parishioners who
put their donations in previous year’'s envelopes,
plain envelope and/or use loose cheques week
after week, please help us record your donation in
our accounting system by getting a box of
envelopes which will be your envelope number to
use. If your box is not there, or if you are new to
the parish and wish to use envelopes, please sign
the sheet located near the envelopes and a box
will be prepared for you the following week.
Church support is a precept of the Church
undertaken with gratitude to God for His
countless blessings.

If anyone desires illumination to know God’s will
as well as strength to do it, let him come to Mass
daily, if he possibly can. At least let him present
himself daily before the Blessed Sacrament, and,
as it were, offer his heart to His Incarnate
Saviour, presenting it as a reasonable offering to
be influenced, changed and sanctified under the
eye and by the grace of the Eternal Son.

-John Henry Cardinal Newman

3 gennaio 2010 - Epifania del Signore

“La Provvidenza misericordiosa, avendo deciso di
soccorrere negli ultimi tempi il mondo che andava in
rovina, stabili che la salvezza di tutti i popoli si
compisse nel Cristo. ... Tutti i popoli, rappresentati dai
tre magi, adorino il Creatore dell'universo, e Dio sia
conosciuto non nella Giudea soltanto, ma in tutta la
terra, perché ovunque «in Israele sia grande il suo
nome» (cfr. Sal 75, 2). Figli carissimi, ammaestrati da
questi misteri della grazia divina, celebriamo nella gioia
dello spirito il giorno della nostra nascita e I'inizio della
chiamata alla fede di tutte le genti. Ringraziamo Dio
misericordioso che, come afferma I'Apostolo, «ci ha
messo in grado di partecipare alla sorte dei santi nella
luce. E' lui che ci ha liberati dal potere delle tenebre e ci
ha trasferiti nel regno del suo Figlio diletto» (Col 1, 12-
13). ... Tutto questo, lo sappiamo, si & realizzato quando
i tre magi, chiamati dai loro lontani paesi, furono
condotti da una stella a conoscere e adorare il Re del
cielo e della terra. Questa stella ci esorta
particolarmente a imitare il servizio che essa presto, nel
senso che dobbiamo seguire, con tutte le nostre forze, la
grazia che invita tutti al Cristo. In questo impegno, miei
cari, dovete tutti aiutarvi I'un l'altro. Risplendete cosi
come figli della luce nel regno di Dio, dove conducono
la retta fede e le buone opere. Per il nostro Signore
Gesu Cristo che con Dio Padre e con lo Spirito Santo
vive e regna per tutti i secoli dei secoli. Amen. (S.
Leone Magno).”

Prostrati i santi Magi adorano il Bambino,

offron doni d'Oriente: oro, incenso e mirra.

O simboli profetici di segreta grandezza,

che svelano alle genti una triplice gloria!

Oro e incenso proclamano il Re e Dio immortale;
la mirra annunzia I'Uomo deposto dalla croce.
Betlemme, tu sei grande fra le citta di Giuda:

in te € apparso al mondo il Cristo Salvatore.
Nelle sue mani il Padre pose il giudizio e il regno:
lo attestano concordi le voci dei profeti.

Non conosce confini nello spazio e nel tempo

il suo regno d'amore, di giustizia e di pace.

A te sia lode, o Cristo, nato da Maria Vergine,

al Padre e allo Spirito nei secoli dei secoli. Amen.

AVVISI
1. La tradizionale festa della famiglia si terra il 9
gennaio; per ulteriori informazioni, telefonate ad

Antonietta (905-737-3210) o Rosa (905-731-9175).

2. Visi prega di prelevare le buste per le offerte per il
nuovo anno.

3. A tutti, auguri di un felice anno nuovo.



MASS INTENTIONS Jan.3-9

SUN. 9:30 a.m. +Orazioa & Antonio Pacitto
+Angelo & Maddalena Pacitto
+Giovanna Risi
+Giuseppe Giancola & Family
+Antonio Visconti
+Gennaro & Rosa Minchella
+Tony Minchella
Holy Souls in Purgatory
Spec. Int. of Augusta Gnocato

MON. 9:00 a.m. +John Quinn

TUE. 9:00 a.m. +Milan Grm

WED. 9:00 a.m. +Michaelangelo Montano

7:00 p.m. +Enza Paolinelli-Gironda

Spec. Int. of the Mazzobelo

Family
THURS. 8:00 a.m. +Lucy D’'Souza
FRI. 8:00 a.m. Holy Souls in Purgatory
7:00 p.m. In Honour of the Sacred Heart
of Jesus

SAT. 9:00 a.m. In Honour of the Immaculate

Heart of Mary

+Stefan Balazic

+Special Int. Pacienca Inting &
Family

+Lina Perugino

Spec. Int. of Jack & Monica
Sullivan

+June Christoff

REMEMBER OUR SICK

Daniella Ballan, Henry Bisnath, Zalina Bisnath, Stephanie
Byrne, David Canivet, Peter Christoff, Manuela Clement,
Antonio Cosentino, Aldo Dell’erba, Nicole Ferrier, Steven
Fiorini, Roberto Garcias, Godfrey Gosein, Gertiudes
Henriques, Theresa Hogan, Margaret Kelly, loannis
Kourkoulakos, John LeClaire, Irma Leskowsky, Macaria
Margate, Chris Markle, Anthony Morse, Susan, Myola
Nunes, Paul Melotte, Francis Morris, Michael & Michelle
Osborne, Esmy, Domenico Pileggi, Harry Rhynhold, Lana
Ricci, Todd Santaguida, Pat Sexton, Linda Vincent,
Therese Vincent, Sandra Weinholdt, Kathleen Whealan,
Ted Zygmunt.

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION begins on Jan. 18
in our Catholic Schools or at the Catholic Education
Centre. We look forward to welcoming your child into
our schools where we emphasize academic success
and spiritual growth. Please check the parish bulletin
or the Board website at www.ycdsb.ca

“THE LOVE OF CHRIST IMPELS US” (2 Cor. 5:14)
Jesus is inviting you to spend time with Him so that
you may discover whether He is calling you to the
priesthood. At St. Augustine’s Seminary on Feb 5-7,
there will be an opportunity for young men of 18 years
or older to spend a weekend for time of prayer,
reflection and information on the process of becoming
Christ’s disciple through the priesthood.

COME CELEBRATE THE YEAR OF THE PRIEST at
St. Brigid's Parish, Toronto on Jan 9" at 2 — 4:30 p.m.
Fr. McErlean O.S.A. will speak on "The Importance of
the Mass in our Lives". For more information check
www.kolbeapostolate.com.
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Marshall Funeral Home Ltd.
10366 YONGE STREET

Richmond Hill L4C 3B

Providing Dependable Service for Over 100 Years
Richmond Hill's Best Weekend Brunch!

Lunch + Dinner Daily
"Innovative men

10355 Yonge St. (905) 884-3390

Toronto Star

Prix Fixe menus for baptisms, communions,
confirmations or any other special event

"One of Toronto's Top 10" - ZAGAT

CUMBRAE
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Professional Service with
an Unmatched Marketing plan.

supporting Orphanages around the world,
in memory of our little brother

Visit www.DavisRealEstate.ca for more
details about the orphanges we sponsor.

our Gross Commissions go to

stable Davis Ahlowalia YRP

416-445-8222

WESTBROOK
GENERAL
- Weekday Lunch Buffet CONTRACTING
u...extremely tasty" Decks * Interlock ® Basements

Lino Bravo
905-780-8505

Angelo Pasquale
905-780-6636

MEDVILLE A. THOMPSON b.c.
CHIROPRACTOR

18 Weldrick Road West
Richmond Hill

(905) 884-9189

TCi

FulvioEvangelista

TOTALCOMPENSATION INC.

Helping Injured Workers Since 1994

W.S.1.B. Claims Management
357 Edgeley Blvd., Ste. 8, Concord
905.660.1577

Calabrese Bread

European Pastries
— Open 7 Days a Week —
(905) 883-5858
14 Oxford Street

{T3LD BREAD MILL

Wedding & Birthday Cakes

Northwood
Mortgage Led.™
Lic. #10349
Frank Cuda - Mortgage Agent

- 416-994-3469
www.northwoodmortgage.com/frankcuda

DR. J. D'SOUZA
FAMILY DENTIST
New Patients Welcome
324 Hwy. 7 E., Ste 103 (at Bayview)
905-886-6198

LUIGI PANICCIA
Insurance Broker

Life®Health® Group Insurance

905 881-2536 Mobile 416 616-4249

Dr. Susan Filippi
Dentist
598 Major MacKenzie Dr. E.
(905) 884-4094

P

Dr. Susan Capitelli

Dr. Jennifer Yan
OPTOMETRISTS

Wiy,

(905) 884-0061
10350 Yonge St. Ste. 104 @ Crosby

Dr. Vera Sluzar-Maclntyre

ERIC L. BLASCHKE

Chartered Accountant

MORRA Custom Upholstery Ltd.
Recovering ® Rebuilding
Custom Built Furniture
OVER 30 YRS. EXPERIENCE
SHOP AT HOME SERVICE ® FREE ESTIMATES
17 Mary St. ® Aurora ® 905-841-8444

GARDEN
HOMES
Builder of Quality New Homes
Visit our new site in Newmarket Semi's and Singles
35 West Pearce St., #9 (905) 882-2320
www.gardenhomes.ca

556 Edward Ave., Unit 75
Yonge & Elgin Mills

|| | Festa®gJuice

905-738-9463

juice for great wine

MAGNOTTA

905-738-5550

VAUGHAN
AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLIES
Auto Parts & Supplies

AC DELCO Distributor

(905) 883-0100
271 CHRISLEA ROAD - VAUGHAN - ONTARIO

237 Romina Dr., #1 (905) 738-2255

MeatseProduceeGroceryeGourmet Foods
Village Gate Plaza « 9665 Bayview Ave. (905) 737-4280

Dr. M. Krawczuk
—e Dentist e—
10271 Yonge St., #100
905-884-3571

HIGHLAND FUNERAL HOME

Mashklean

905 887-8600

www.highlandfuneralhome.ca
16th Avenue and Hwy 404

tft.ﬁ-‘}'ﬂ {

Carmine Tiano B.A. (Hons.), LL.B.
Barrister&SoIicii(:o:) ne). L8 IHEALTHCARE EQUIPMENT
CARMINE cpP;e:;:_ticli;lg_thslonal Injuryl,)_WSIE:_Bl_t ELEVATORS STAIRLIFTS
1sabill nsurance bDisabili
TIAN O PHSwpRwewd W., 2nd FI. 416.783.4530 E%ig'; AL:QFJ S Elglélg:%ll:lgésm
[— 0 n YOUR
ROVAL LEPAGE Cotfimunity| = bamirers & sovciors | ALL HOME MODIFICATIONS
Dolores Muzzin D ommercial & real coaie | INSTALLATION & SERVICE
ales Rep. ane . I oor .
(905) 884-8700 5100 (90%3'7333-'?073 Bldg- A 416-762-5888

905-883-3539
9737 Yonge St., Unit 201

FOODS

The Finest Italian Style Sausages
Featuring: Mortadella,
Pepperoni, Salami
16 Newbridge Rd. (416) 239-3967

LITTLE MORELLO VETTESE SEGRETO LLP
Barristers and Solicitors
Practicing Personal Injury
& Insurance Litigation
1111 Creditstone Rd., Vaughan
John Vettese (905) 660-7950

Stan Zoldos, B.B.M., C.A.

Chartered Accountant
(905) 737-6770
90 Major Mackenzie Dr. E.

Michael's Dog Walking Services
phone: 416-660-2582
michaelsdogwalking.com
A walked dog is a happy dog!

Electrical Services
and Bathroom Renovations
Electric Licensed since 1981
Please call llidio da Silva

Centre Hill
Auto Body Ltd.

CH

[—— 0N
ROYAL LEPAGE COmmunity
— Realty

Paint & Collision Specialists —
905-731-8023 416-573-9451
> iTIdiogsilval()t_@rgmaiI?Zom ° 169 Centre St. E. 905-737-1449 r MAls'_Ll_JlglAAN,\éOELO
LASER SERVICES BY CARM -
LASER HAIR REMOVAL Maura Moore = Sales Representative
SKIN REJUVENATION Insurance Broker
AND MUCH MORE... Bus: 905-731-2000

i Villanova
"!E-}j." College

An Independent Catholic
Augustinian School

Grades 5 through 12
Contact the Admissions Office
@ 905-833-1909, ext. 367

¥ CRUISES
e bl ALL INCLUSIVES
Th%w}! AIR ¢ TOURS
HOTEL

Diana Colangelo 905-770-6530

Auto*Home *Business

416-292-2020 ext. 203 Cel: 416-888-3482

FOR FREE CONSULTATION CONTACT CARM
(905) 773-5849 - carm.laser@ica.net
i SOLO MARIA
RISTORANTE
A CULINARY HEAVEN
OF FINE ITALIAN CUISINE
PRIVATE PARTIES FOR ALL OCCASIONS
10610 BAYVIEW AVE. 905-780-6692
(3 LIGHTS N. OF MAJOR MAC.)

RICHMOND HILL
ITALIAN SOCIAL CLUB
New Members Welcome!
Banquet Hall Facilities

Compliments of

RICHMOND HOUSE HAIRSTYLING
Complete Family Hair Care
(905) 884-4071

o

T

17
= &

info@time4travel.ca www.time4travel.ca

L
STONG
BLACKBURN
MACHON BOHM
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS
Evening Hours: 5-9:30pm Mon-Thu
by appointment

(905) 884-9242 (905) 773-5921

(905) 889-3648 10220 Yonge St.

10800 Yonge St. (at Elgin Mills)
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OCC

Olga Crimi, B.A.

Paralegal
(905) 508-7256
claims management 13579 Yonge St. Ste. 203 WSIB and CPP

occclaimsmanagement@sympatico.ca

rF

Lxa

Disability Claims

We're close...

We're just across Dunlop
Facing the Parish

and Diabetic Supplies

O
OWER
DA O RO 00 P
8199 yonge street, thornhill
(905) 731-6161 www.terrarestaurant.ca

Specializing in Herbal Products

Open Mon-Fri 9-8; Sat 9-5; Sun 11-4'_ ’
10271 Yonge St. (905) 737-2024

MONA LISA
FLORISTS

9625 Yonge St., Richmond Hill
(905) 737-0511

Bernadette Robertson
LCST, Reg. CASLPO, S-LP (C)

SPEECH - LANGUAGE
PATHOLOGIST

(905) 884-4740

FARO TRAVEL

AGENCY
HONEYMOONS* CRUISES* TOURS® AIR FARE
SiParla ltaliano g
Specializzata in Pellegrinaggi 4 g T g
Tom Marsala - Manager
Teresa Ciraco - Accountant Notary
10520 Yonge St. (905) 770-1966
RICHMOND HEIGHTS SHOPPING CENTRE

Abruzzo Pizza
www.abruzzopizza.com
Delivery ® Take-out & Dining
9010 Yonge St. (905) 881-8222

Grazie per il
vostro Sostegno.

E Canada Trust

Idalia Adamo, Manager

Residential Mortgages

Tel: 905-508-4283 Cell: 416-529-5927
Idalia. adamo@td com

Richmond Hill

m Multi Pasta
e & Catering

MAKES THE BEST IN HOMEMADE, PREMIUM
QUALITY, ITALIAN STYLE FRESH PASTA

14 Oxford st. #8 (905) 884-9629

1l

_I_] |l CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
Archdiocese of Toronto
Holy Cross, Thornhill
(905) 889-7467
Mausoleum, Cremation, Monument Lots and Shrine Sections
www.catholic-cemeteries.com

LAZIAL MARBLE & CERAMIC
Importers of Italian Ceramic
Custom Marble Work
— Visit our Showroom —
8111 Jane St., #4 905-660-0042

Since 1973

ELL
PLUMBING SUPPLY LTD.

Visit our Showroom
460 Elgin Mills Rd. E. (905) 883-1616

Chartwell

600 Valley Vista Dr.

Vaughan, ON

VALLEY VISTA

905-417-8900

VINNIE
RENOVATIONS PLUS

Emergency & General Repair‘s
Plumbing, Electrical, Ceramic Tile
Complete Basement Finishing
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Decks

Vince 905-737-6627

Home Decor

i‘ Window & Door

Centre Inc.
' —: | 219 Connie Cres., Concord|
ne (905) 760-8350

@Bﬁlli beanty cenfre (Since 1963)

HAIR ¢ SKIN ¢ NAILS
Styling ¢ Cutting
Colours ¢ Foils
HiLites ® Perms
Facials ® Waxing

Norman Hill
Realty Inc.

h

_Franca
Gilammarino

Needle-less Electrolysis
Bridal Party Specialists

905-508-9400 L — |
10520 Yonge St., Richmond Heights Plaza

Sales Representative
"Complete Real
Estate Service"

905-887-5678






